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MMSU, Wadhwani ink deal to intensify  

technopreneurship courses 

 
 

To intensify the skill sets of the MMSU Technology Business Incubator (TBI) workforce 
and MMSU students and faculty, the Mariano Marcos State University (MMSU) and 
Wadhwani Operating Foundation (Wadhwani Fdn.) forged a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) on May 28, 2024 at the Center for Flexible Learning. 
 

Signed by MMSU President Shirley C. Agrupis and the Southeast Asia regional director 
of Wadhwani Fdn., Dr. Lucrecio ‘Cris' Delgado, the MoU highlights the Wadhwani 
Entrepreneur Network (WEN) program which comprises 14 weeks of online and direct-to-
faculty (D2F) entrepreneurship courses and three weeks of train the trainers (TOT) with 
succeeding refresher courses. Participants will have access to entrepreneurship tools, 
content, and networks, which could enhance their knowledge of lean startups and create a 
robust value proposition. 
 

The program also features a self-service frictionless model for easy delivery of 
interactive content and webinars through the Wadhwani Technology Platform, recorded 
masterclasses by mentors and industry experts, video presentation case studies, open-source 
courses, booster clinics, and pitch days with assigned mentors. Facilitators and faculty 
members will also be assigned to assess the practice ventures. 
 

Dr. Agrupis expressed her enthusiasm and commitment to the partnership with 
Wadhwani Fdn. She also reiterated the need to sustain and promote present and potential 
partnerships with the research and entrepreneurial aspects of the Promoting Research and 
Innovation to Strengthen Transformation of Industries and Enterprises (PRISTINE) program. 
 
In his message, Dr. Delgado expressed his gratitude to MMSU for this partnership, hoping that 
this endeavor could inspire more student entrepreneurs and open more doors for other 
venture creation. 
 

Also present during the signing ceremony were Dr. Prima Fe Franco, vice president for 
academic affairs, Dr. Marilou Lucas, director for extension; Dr. Mee Jay Domingo, director for 
internationalization, linkages, and partnerships; Prof. Armie Sabugo, MMSU TBI chief and 
Bannuar TBI project leader; and deans and department chairs from the College of 
Engineering, College of Computing and Information Sciences, College of Business, Economics, 



and Accountancy; College of Industrial Technology; and College of Agriculture, Food, and 
Sustainable Development. 
 

Prof. Sabugo stated that this deal “promises to shape the future of entrepreneurship 
in the university”. She also said that this endeavor is helpful in enhancing the design thinking 
skills of MMSU students particularly in strengthening entrepreneurship and technology 
classes. 
 

In April 2024 during his initial meeting with Dr. Agrupis and other MMSU officials, Dr. 
Delgado presented the diverse programs offered by Wadhwani Fdn., which include a self-
paced learning application called IgniteX, an AI-generated program designed to equip student 
entrepreneurs with business skills. 
 

Wadhwani Fdn., founded by Dr. Romesh Wadhwani in 2001, is driven by its mission of 
creating job opportunities through its four core initiatives: entrepreneurship, skilling, 
innovation and research, and government digital transformation. 
 

In 2024, the NGO, the Wadhwani Fdn. Conducted several programs with MMSU (SDG 
17) that support the university’s academic programs: Wadhwani IGNIte (an experiential 
learning program that aspires to inspire a generation of youth in emerging economies towards 
a career in entrepreneurship) capacity building for school teachers (equipping Senior High 
School teachers with the tools and knowledge to effectively teach entrepreneurship, we aim 
to ignite the entrepreneurial spirit among students), and infusion of Wadhwani courses in the 
MMSU curriculum (14 faculty members who were trained to teach technopreneurship 
courses).  





























 
 
 
 
 
 

PROCEEDINGS 

 

I.​ Preliminaries 

Title 

Wadhwani Entrepreneur Network (WEN) Ignite Milestone 4 Presentation 

Date/Time 

December 10, 2024/ 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Venue 

American Corner, MMSU Library  

Implementing Unit 

MMSU Innovation and Technology Directorate​
DOST - MMSU Bannuar TBI 

MMSU TECHNO BIZ CLUB 

II.​ Rationale  

WADHWANI IGNITE is an experiential learning program that aspires to inspire a generation 

of youth in emerging economies towards a career in entrepreneurship. It is a program designed for 

hands-on learning that guides students through a structured journey from ideation to execution. 

Moreover, this program equips students with the skills to craft a compelling value proposition, 

establish a sustainable business model, achieve financial stability, and develop an exceptional 

product.  

 

III.​ Objectives 

 

1.​ To foster entrepreneurship among the students in emerging economies through experiential 

learning. 

2.​ To train students on how to present their business ideas compellingly to investors and other 

stakeholders. 

 

IV.​ Highlights 

The Mariano Marcos State University (MMSU) marked a significant milestone with the grand 

launching of the MMSU Techno Biz Club as the Wadhwani Campus Torchbearer. This 

groundbreaking event exemplifies the university's steadfast commitment to fostering a culture of 

innovation, entrepreneurship, and technology-driven ventures within the MMSU community and 

beyond. Hosted in collaboration with the Wadhwani Foundation and Bannuar TBI, the event 

brought together innovators, students, faculty, and local stakeholders.  

The launch underscored the university’s mission to empower individuals with 

entrepreneurial skills and provide a platform for showcasing innovative ideas that address pressing 

societal needs. A highlight of the event was the presentation of creative business ideas by talented 

technopreneurs from the College of Engineering and the College of Agriculture, Food, and 

Sustainable Development (CAFSD). Each team presented unique and impactful innovations, 

representing a blend of academic rigor and real-world application.  

 

The order of presentations are as follows:  

 

1. ABElidad  

2. AcademEASE  

3. ALDOBA Corp: IlocoSpeak  

​  
 



 
 
 
 
 

4. AutoDry Crop  

5. BackBone Society  

6. BioCare Innovation: Pseudostem Biomask (PS1)  

7. Fertilitech  

8. PotTech  

9. RDK Company: SeedScribe  

10. VBC and Friends: Serbilis  

 

The event also featured a final pitching session, where the teams competed to impress a 

distinguished panel of evaluators with their ingenuity and entrepreneurial spirit. After rigorous 

evaluation, the following awards were presented:  

 

* Best Presenter: AutoDry Crop  

* Best Venture Winners:  

* 1st Place: AutoDry Crop  

* 2nd Place: Fertilitech  

* 3rd Place: AcademEASE  

 

These awards recognized the exceptional creativity, relevance, and potential impact of the 

ventures. AutoDry Crop stood out for its practical and scalable solution to an agricultural challenge, 

earning the dual accolades of Best Presenter and Best Venture Winner. The launch and 

presentations served not only as a showcase of talent but also as a testament to the university's 

efforts to bridge the gap between academic research and industry needs. Participants benefited 

from valuable mentorship and networking opportunities, with local entrepreneurs, industry 

experts, and alumni offering insights and guidance.  

Furthermore, the event aligns with MMSU’s broader objectives of cultivating 

entrepreneurial talent, fostering innovation, and driving community development. Through 

initiatives like the Techno Biz Club, the university prepares its students and faculty to lead in the 

ever-evolving, technology-driven world, ultimately contributing to sustainable development and 

societal progress. This transformative program solidified MMSU’s position as a hub for innovation, 

creativity, and collaboration, inspiring the next generation of technopreneurs to dream big and 

make meaningful contributions to the world. 

 

V.​ Appendices 

 

1.​ Approved request to conduct the activity 

2.​ Summary of expenditures 

3.​ Program 

4.​ Documentation 

5.​ Attendance sheets 

6.​ Evaluation 

 

Prepared by: 

 

 

IONA ADRIELE CHARIS VALDEZ 

President of MMSU Techno Biz Club 
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PROCEEDINGS 

 

I.​ Preliminaries  

 

Title: Capacity Building Workshop on Ideation and the use of the Lean Model Canvas  

         for Senior High School Teachers 

Date: October 28-29, 2024 

Venue: MMSU-CBEA Social Hall 

Implementing Unit: DOST-MMSU Bannuar TBI 

 

II. Rationale  

The entrepreneurial ecosystem in Ilocos Norte is still in its formative stages, and there is a growing need 

to nurture entrepreneurial mindsets among the younger generation. By equipping Senior High School 

teachers with the tools and knowledge to effectively teach entrepreneurship, we aim to ignite the 

entrepreneurial spirit among students, leading to an increase in startup journeys. This initiative is 

expected to result in more innovative ideas being brought to life, contributing to the economic growth 

and development of the region. 

II.​ Objectives  

 

The objectives of the activity are as follows: 

1.​ To Strengthen Entrepreneurial Education: Equip Senior High School teachers with practical 

knowledge and tools for teaching entrepreneurship, focusing on Lean Canvas and ideation 

processes. 

2.​ To Promote Innovative Thinking: Encourage teachers to adopt and promote innovative thinking 

and problem-solving among students. 

3.​ To Foster a Startup Culture: Lay the foundation for a startup culture in Ilocos Norte by inspiring 

teachers and students to pursue entrepreneurial endeavors. 

 

III.​ Highlights  

 

​ The DOST-MMSU Bannuar Technology Business Incubator (TBI), in partnership with the 

Wadhwani Foundation, conducted a two-day Capacity Building Workshop on Ideation and the Use of 

Lean Model Canvas for Senior High School Teachers at the College of Business, Economics, and 

Accountancy (CBEA) Social Hall on October 28-29, 2024. The event brought together senior high school 

teachers from Ilocos Norte, aiming to enhance entrepreneurial education in the province. 

 ​  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The workshop focused on providing teachers with tools to foster innovation in the classroom. Key 

sessions covered creative ideation techniques and the Lean Model Canvas, a framework designed to 

simplify the business planning process by focusing on customer needs and problem-solving.  Teachers 

explored practical applications, aligning these methods with student-focused learning. 

 

Throughout the sessions, teachers engaged in collaborative exercises, working in groups to create their 

own Lean Model Canvas and prepare pitches for their business models. Each group later presented its 

model in a pitching session. Daniel Saoit from SDO Ilocos Norte was awarded Best Presenter for 

"Sustainabites." At the same time, May Anne Aguilar, Eliza Salvador, Florendo Damaso, Jr., and Angelito 

Corpuz from SDO Laoag won Best Business Model for “Learn & Thrive Review Center.” 

 

This initiative marks an important step toward fostering a culture of innovation in senior high school 

entrepreneurship programs. Teachers expressed optimism about implementing these methods in their 

classes, hoping to inspire students to think creatively and build skills applicable in the evolving business 

landscape. 

 

V. Appendix 

1.​ . Documentation 
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WEN Ignite FOP Deployment Monitoring 
 

Name of 
Faculty 

The subject 
where Ignite 

will be 
integrated 

 
Semester this Subject will be offered AY 2024-2025 

  First Semester Second Semester Midyear 

College of Business, Economics and Accountancy 

Prof. Reena 
Gilaine C. 

Barot 

ENTRP 90  /  

Ms. Krystel 
Jane D. 
Antonio 

ENTRP 90  /  

Ms. Remalyn 
D. dela Rosa 

ENTRP 90  /  

College of Agriculture, Food and Sustainable Development 

Ethel Reynda 
M. Calivoso 

AGRIB 10 /   

Christopher 
Demetrio M. 

Ruiz 

BA 120  /  

     

College of Engineering 

Engr. Peter 
Pelayo 

ENGG 101 /   

Engr. Julie 
Aileen Garcia 

ENGG 101 /   

Engr. Reyzel 
Anne 

Faylogna 

ENGG 101 /   

Engr. 
Marifaye 

Flores 

ENGG 101  /  

Engr. Jerose 
Solmerin 

ENGG 101  /  

Emie 
Salamangkit 

Mirasol 

ENGG 101  /  

Bethany 
Grace S. 
Calixto 

ENGG 101   / 

College of Computing and Information Sciences 

Napoleon M. 
Cacanindin 

CMPSC 195 /   



 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

MARIANO MARCOS STATE UNIVERSITY 

Innovation and Technology Directorate 

 
Brgy. #16S Quiling Sur, City of Batac, Ilocos Norte | scitechpark@mmsu.edu.ph | www.mmsu.edu.ph 

 

Annjeannette 
Alain D. 
Galang 

 

IT 181 /   

 
 


