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Let’s ACHIEVE!

By SHIRLEY C. AGRUPIS

“MMSU is not just your
university; it is your family”

F

irst, I would like to greet our
students who are attending
our welcome activities, be it
from their homes, in the learning
spaces set up by the LGUs, or in
MMSU Campuses, especially our
new students.
I would like to greet as well the
parents; members of the faculty, nonteaching staff, and administrators.c We are
happy to be sharing with you this
significant moment as we open another
academic year at this very critical time.
To our first year students, let me
congratulate you for having hurdled the
rigorous College Freshman Admission
Test (CFAT) and the series of remote
admission interviews in your respective
degree programs. Thank you for
choosing to study at MMSU, but above
all, thank you for making the bold and
brave decision to start college at this time
when education seems to be of low
priority amid the COVID-19 scare.
If not for the COVID-19 pandemic,
we would all have gathered together in
one place. You would be seeing each
other’s smiles, excitedly talking to one
another as you try to get to know each
other better, exploring the campus and
seeing for yourself the kind of campus
life your manongs and manangs have told
you of. All these you would have to do
online for the time being, but nevertheless,
I would like to extend to you our
warmest welcome – made even warmer
by our prayers that in the very near future,
you shall be able to feel the nurturing
atmosphere on campus.
To our returning students, welcome
back! You may not see your classmates as
often as you can, or do the same activities
on campus as you used to, but this should
not make you feel less excited about
starting the year because whether in
campus or online, the quality of teaching
and support services that we shall give
you shall remain the same. We shall never
waver in our commitment to provide the
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kind of excellent education and training you
need to become ‘virtuous’ individuals
capable of responding adequately to
challenges that confront us at the local,
national, or global levels.
Every year, I ask students no apay a
pinilida ti umay agbasa iti MMSU. I also asked
myself the same question when I was
entering college here. And I would often get
the same answer: because MMSU =
Excellence.
Indeed, excellence is our way of life. But
the times now call for us to build upon that
excellence to further beef up our resilience as
one university, as one family.
Resilience means coping with change
and disruptions. This is the reason as early as
the second semester, we shifted from
traditional face-to-face instruction to remote
learning: both online and offline,
synchronous and asynchronous. While we
cannot discount the risks posed by the
coronavirus, we should also not be defeated
by it. Your mantra should be: Virus ka lang,
estudyante kami. Mga estudyante na gustong matuto
at hindi magpapatalo sa kahit anumang kalaban –
virus man iyan o kahit anong problema sa lipunan.
Who knows, it will be from this batch that
scientists, health professionals, or policy
leaders shall rise up that will make significant
transformations and breakthroughs to help
us develop better ways of living.
Resilience means being prepared.
Preparing does not mean begging your
parents to buy you new gadgets for elearning, or upgrading your Internet plan so
you can watch Netflix on the side. It only
means having an open mind to learn from
your interactions with your teachers and
classmates in whatever platform; planning
your time between assignments; and
choosing the best time and best place in your
homes to access your learning materials.
Resilience means not giving up. There
are many challenges under what we call, “the
new normal” but if you are able to adapt to
these changes in your education, you will be
better poised to handle change and adversity
in the outside world.

Resilience means supporting each
other. The COVID-19 crisis reminds us
so forcefully that we need each other to
survive. We are thankful to our LGUs,
industry partners, alumni, and other
organizations for helping us sustain our
viability in these trying times.
My dear students, uray haankayo nga
agkakadua a kanayon, be each other’s
support systems. Turn your barkada
group chats into study groups. If you
live in the same house or area, you can
share notes while observing health
protocols. We are also thankful to the
support of our parents, and again and
again, please realize that you are a key
partner in the education of our children.
Isu a dawatenmi ti naan-anay a suporta, anus,
ken sakrifisioyo tapno makapagballaigitayo
amin.
Of course, MMSU shall provide all
the necessary means of support for you
to succeed. It is for this reason we
partnered with LGUs to give you space
for learning; with telecommunication
companies for Wi-Fi access; and
recalibrated our policies to
accommodate your needs to balance
education and safety.
Let me assure you that we are
keeping our communication lines open
– be it through our official Facebook
pages, email, or phone, you can always
reach out to your teachers, guidance
counselors, university officials, including
me. MMSU is not just your university, it
is your family.
Above all, know that you can call
upon the Lord when you are weary, and
He shall renew your strength to
overcome obstacles.
Again, welcome to MMSU and
may this school year be a productive
one for all of us. Thank you very much
and let us pray, study, and work for a
resilient and excellent MMSU!
Office for Strategic Communication
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MMSU welcomes new normal
academic year
By JOHN VINCENT B. TORIBIO & DANIEL P. TAPAOAN, JR.

COVID-19 pandemic, that is, the
persistent upholding of academic
excellence despite the challenges of the
time.
To kick-off the first semester of
Academic Year 2020-2021, the University
met thousands of its returning and
incoming students who officially and
virtually entered the University on this first
day of classes in the comforts of their
homes.
In the activity’s morning session, the
University officials whom the students
may go to for MMSU-related concerns
were presented. Also, the University
Vision, Mission and Quality Policy were
introduced to the students.

Dr. Shirley C. Agrupis, MMSU President (left), and Dr. Prima Fe R. Franco, VP for Academic
Affairs (right), join the Virtual School Orientation Program on August 24, 2020.

A

gainst all odds. Resilient.

The Mariano Marcos State University
has proven that a crisis cannot impair its
academic functions, but uses it to push
further and explore its limitlessness.
As the University embraced the first
semester of the Academic Year 20202021 under the New Normal context,
the administration, faculty members and
students altogether braced themselves to
continually uplift MMSU’s seal of
academic excellence, despite the
seemingly paralyzing effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Univ virtually orients students in first
day
“Virus ka lang, Stallions kami,” stressed
University President Agrupis as she
welcomed the ‘New Normal’ students of
MMSU during its Online School Opening
and General Orientation Program on
August 24.
This statement by Dr. Agrupis was reechoed by the students in the comment
section of the MMSU Official Facebook
Page that streamed the live broadcast -showing that they, too, put to heart the
University’s brand of resiliency amid the

Moreover, key officials of the
University discussed MMSU academic and
library concerns, security matters, health
and wellness program, student
development, institutional student
programs, and student welfare and
services.
The following University officials
served as resource speakers of the event:
Prof. Henedine A. Aguinaldo, university
registrar; Ms. Eliza G. Villarin, university
librarian; Mr. Jan Francis O. Javier, security
and monitoring services director; Dr.
Leonisa A. Silvestre, health and wellness
director; Dr. Jan Rich A. Guira, student
development chief; Prof. Milagros B.
Barruga, institutional student programs
and services chief; and, Dr. Geraldeen B.
Pascual, student welfare chief.

See ‘New Normal...’ on next page

With visionary and tenacious
administrative officials, well-trained and
skills-equipped faculty members, and
highly improved technological
infrastructure, the whole MMSU
ACHIEVE Team rallied to attending to
students’ needs for learning - breaking the
limits posed by geographical distance and
traditionalistic practices.
As everyone imbibed MMSU
President Shirley C. Agrupis’ battle cry to
‘recalibrate,’ the MMSU faced the New
Normal Academic Year with high hopes,
courage and vision to gallop over the
pandemic – united and unwavering.
Office for Strategic Communication

Prof. Henedine A. Agunaldo, director of the Office of the University Registrar, discusses the
MMSU’s academic policies to the students as part of the orientation program.
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‘New Normal...’ from previous page
Dr. Agrupis thanked all the freshies
who made “the bold and brave decision to
start college at this time when education
seems to be of low priority amid the
COVID-19 scare.”
She, too, expressed commitment “to
provide the kind of excellent education and
training they need to become ‘virtuous’
individuals capable of responding
adequately to challenges that confront us at
the local, national, or global levels.”
With more than 31,000 views, 14,500
comments, and 6,400 reactions of the
morning session, and with 22,000 views,
8,600 comments, and 4,800 reactions in the
afternoon session, Dr. Agrupis deemed that
the overwhelming participation of the
students reflects the success of the virtual
school opening.
Meanwhile, the event was initiated by
the Office for Student Affairs and Services
(OSAS), headed by Dr. Elizabeth Marfel F.
Gagni. Other units, like the Office for
Strategic Communication (OSC),
Information and Technology Center (ITC)
and the Office of the University Registrar
and Admissions Office also collaborated
for the activity.
To reach a wider audience, the
University has also sought the assistance of
the Provincial Government of Ilocos
Norte (PGIN), some Local Government
Units (LGUs), the Department of
Information and Communications
Technology (DICT), telecommunication
companies and some local radio stations.
Also, all the colleges and departments
held their own orientation programs for
their students last Tuesday, August 26. In the

afternoon, another orientation program
was held specifically for health and
wellness and for the MMSU Virtual
Learning Environment (mVLE), the
University’s common online platform
for instruction.

Faculty meet students via mVLE
To strategically respond to the
disruptions in the traditional learning
modes, faculty members virtually met
their students via mVLE.
All instructors and professors
attended their classes today, August 26,
the first day of class meetings, as a pilot
run of the online platform for
instruction.
With varying strategies maximizing
the features of the mVLE, the faculty
members synchronously met and
greeted their students, either through a
video conference, an audio-call or chat.
The day was initially set to know the
capacity of the system to accommodate
all the faculty’s simultaneous holding of
classes. Also, the pilot run aims to feed
the continual development of the system
and to adequately prepare students and
teachers in the new mode of learning.
“The system could sustain the
number of users so far and we
continually assure everyone that the ITC
will look into every technical and
technological problem that teachers may
encounter so we could persistently
deliver educational excellence to our
beloved students,” Prof. Wilben Christie
R. Pagtaconan, director of the
Information and Technology Center,
said.

For the rest of the semester, the
mVLE will be fully utilized by MMSU
teachers. In this platform, students may
access learning materials, take a quiz,
participate in discussion boards, submit
outputs, and exchange messages with their
teachers, among others.

Univ records high ‘New Normal’
enrollment
Despite these trying times, MMSU
still has recorded a high number of
enrollees amid its transition to the new
form of academic environment this year.
As of August 26, a total of 11, 960
students in all levels were already enrolled
in first semester, Academic Year 20202021.
Of this number, 10,341 are in the
undergraduate degree programs, 763 in
the advanced or graduate studies, 24 in
short-term programs, 495 in the
secondary level, 273 in the elementary
level, and 64 in the pre-school.
Of the 10,341 enrollees of
undergraduate courses: 3,765 are first year,
3,468 are second year, 2,695 are third year,
299 are fourth year, and 114 are fifth year.
Among the academic units, the
College of Engineering (COE) still has the
biggest number of enrollees, which is
2,033.
This was followed by the College of
Teacher Education (CTE), with 1,946
students; College of Business, Economics
and Accountancy (CBEA), 1870; College of
Industrial Technology (CIT), 1,291; College
of Agriculture, Food and Sustainable
Development (CAFSD), 1,285; College of
Arts and Sciences (CAS), 1,065; College of
Health Sciences (CHS), 604; and College of
Aquatic Sciences and Applied Technology
(CASAT), 247.
Of the 763 students for advanced
studies: 620 are from the Graduate School
(GS); 77 from the College of Medicine
(COM); and 66 from the College of Law
(COL).
Also, the Laboratory Elementary School
(LES) now has 273 enrollees, 45 of them are
in Batac campus, while 228 are in Laoag City
campus. There are 495 enrollees in the
Laboratory High School (LHS), 184 of
them are in Batac campus, while 311 are in
Laoag City campus.

Faculty members meet their classes using the university’s online platform for instruction,
the MMSU Virtual Learning Environment. (Photo by Cris Pedro Quilala, CHS
Correspondent)
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The university’s pre-school department
in Laoag City has recorded a total of 64
enrollees this year.
Office for Strategic Communication
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MMSU produces 1,145 graduates this year

2018 Graduation Aerial Photo by Coverlook Photography.

By DANIEL P. TAPAOAN, JR.

A

mid the limitations posed
by the COVID-19
pandemic, the Mariano
Marcos State University (MMSU)
continues to uphold academic
excellence as it produced 1,145 new
graduates this year (Class 2020).
Upon successfully completing the
requirements for their respective
degrees, their graduation was
approved by the University Academic
Council and confirmed by the Board
of Regents.
Of the 1,145 graduates, 956
finished their studies in the second
semester, while 129 and 60 completed
theirs in the first semester and mid-year
term, respectively.
Among the academic units, the
College of Engineering (COE) had the
biggest number of graduates with 650;
followed by the College of
Agriculture, Food and Sustainable
Development (CAFSD), 122; College
of Industrial Technology (CIT), 100;
College of Business, Economics, and
Accountancy (CBEA), 63; College of
Health Sciences (CHS), 59; Graduate
School (GS), 45; College of Arts and
Sciences (CAS), 39; College of
Medicine (COM), 26; College of
Aquatic Sciences and Applied
Technology (CASAT), 24; College of
Office for Strategic Communication

Teacher Education (CTE), 12; and
College of Law (COL), five.
Also, a total of 239 ‘lifelong
learners’ finished their respective degree
programs this year. Of this number, 70
were from the BS Industrial
Technology, 41 from the BS Business
Administration major in Marketing
Management, 38 from the BS
Environmental Science, 37 from the AB
English Language, 25 from the Bachelor
of Automotive Technology, 24 from
the BS Marine Biology, and four from
the Expanded Tertiary Education
Equivalency and Accreditation Program
(ETEEAP).
The MMSU Class of 2020 was led
by 25 honor graduates — 2 magna cum
laude and 23 cum laude.
Of the 25 Latin honorees, seven
were from the BS Civil Engineering
(BSCE), six from BS Chemical
Engineering (BSChemE), four each
from BS Agricultural Engineering
(BSAE) and BS Physical Therapy
(BSPT); two from the BS Computer
Engineering (BSCompE) program; and
one each from BS Environmental
Science (BSES) and Bachelor of Arts in
English Language (ABEL).
The highest general weighted
average (GWA) of 1.3561 was obtained
by Angelica B. Gilo (BSCE) who
graduated magna cum laude.

Second is Rocky R. Estoque
(BSChemE) who garnered 1.38 GWA
and graduated magna cum laude.
The cum laude graduates whose
GWA is between 1.50-1.75 are Agatha
Camille S. Quidilla (BSPT), Sylvia Marie
A. Tabura (BSCE), Kenneth John P.
Cruz (BSPT), Jervin Louie L. Reyes (BS
ChemE), Kriza G. Ganotisi (BSPT),
Brezira C. Asuncion (BSCE), Nelson
Junior T. Rodillas (BSAE), Francis A.
Gamboa (BSES), Kenneth A. Tabieros
(BSCE), Novelyn S. Corpuz
(BSChemE), Dorothy Maureen C.
Ralleca (BSCE), Jake Casey A. Sugui
(BSAE), Jomer D. Dulatre (ABEL),
Marsha Angela Y. Manuel (BSPT),
Queenie Rose P. Calaranan (BSAE), Ed
Vincent R. Pablo (BSCE), Odie Rafael
Alamon Aguada (BSCE), Shaina Louise
S. Soto (BSChemE), Aira S. Basilio,
(BSCompE), Mae Jeianett S. Reyes
(BSChemE), Renz Nikko A. Collado
(BSChemE), Mary Grace D. Matias
(BSCompE), and Stephenleigh A.
Guittap (BSAE).
MMSU President Shirley C. Agrupis
extended her warmest congratulations
to the graduates, saying that “while I
couldn’t personally shake your hands
and give your diplomas, please know
that I am truly proud of how you
hurdled the challenges in college, and
how you victoriously managed to

See ‘1,145 grads...’ on page 7
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COM holds 2nd commencement exercises
By DANIEL P. TAPAOAN, JR.

T

he MMSU College of
Medicine (COM) held its
second commencement
exercises via Zoom on August 16
with 26 graduates who will face the
sheer possibility of a very
challenging world amid the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis.
The ceremonies were streamed live
via the official Facebook page of the
university (@MMSUofficial).
The 2020 class is called ‘Natakneng,’
an Ilocano term which means
‘honorable’.

Of the 26 graduates, 17 and six are
from the provinces of Ilocos Norte
and Ilocos Sur, respectively, while one
each from Benguet, and the cities of
Baguio and Quezon.
Of the 17 graduates from Ilocos
Norte, seven are natives of Laoag City,
four from the City of Batac, and one
each from San Nicolas, Paoay, Badoc,
Vintar, Pinili, and Marcos. The six
graduates from Ilocos Sur come from
Vigan City and the towns of Magsingal,
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Sinait, San Juan, Santa Catalina, and
Narvacan.
Prior to taking up Doctor of
Medicine in MMSU, the graduates
took BS Nursing (10), BS Biology (9),
BS Pharmacy and BS Medical
Technology (2 each), and BS Physical
Therapy, BA Chemistry, and BS
Materials Science and Engineering (1
each).
Thirteen graduates finished their
pre-medical studies at MMSU, four
from the University of the Philippines
in Baguio City, two from the
University of Santo Tomas in Manila,
and one each from the Northwestern
University in Laoag City, Urdaneta
City University in Pangasinan,
Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila,
Far Eastern University in Manila,
Ateneo De Manila University in
Quezon City, UP Los Baños in
Laguna, and California State
University, Long Beach.
The Class Natakneng of 2020 was
led by Stephen Dann V. Del Rosario, a
BSPT graduate of MMSU who also
became the number three board top
notcher in the August 2016 Physical

Therapy licensure examination. Aside
from being the Class Valedictorian, Del
Rosario was also cited as the first most
outstanding clinical clerk and a recipient
of the Meritus award.
Meanwhile, Stephanie T. Labasan,
Marianne Angelina R. Lorenzo, Danah
Mae R. Arzadon, and Charlene Marnica
F. Roldan were recognized as the
second, third, fourth, and fifth most
outstanding clinical clerks, respectively.
Other recipients of the Meritus award
were Roldan, Yvonny D. Covadez, Ma.
Lynuelle Faye P. Erojo, and Danielle B.
Quigao. Jireh Virgilio T. Gascon II
received the leadership award this year.
Senator Imee R. Marcos, who
currently heads the Senate committees
on Cultural Communities, Economic
Affairs, and Electoral Reforms and
People’s Participation, was the
commencement speaker.
Addressing the medical graduates in
the New Normal, she wished them “to
find your soul and passion in the
practice of medicine.” She also urged
them to “never waste a good
opportunity in every crisis” since

See ‘COM...’ on next page
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‘COM’...from previous page
doctors are really needed nowadays to
combat the dreadful pandemic.
For her part, MMSU President
Shirley C. Agrupis congratulated the
COM’s Natakneng Class of 2020,
saying that the medical school is only
for the brave who can confront a
myriad of challenges – from emerging
infectious diseases to low investment in
health care and discrimination against
health professionals.
According to her, the province of
Ilocos Norte, where most of the new
graduates are from, faces a dearth of
doctors in public health practice,
especially in remote communities.
“It is for this reason, my dear
graduates, that your curriculum is
aligned with community medicine,”
she explained, emphasizing that while
the COM graduates were trained to
become ‘doctors of global caliber,’
they were also imbibed with the
MMSU’s spirit of service and social
responsibility in order to serve the
people in the grassroots.

‘1,145 grads...’ from page 5
graduate amid the pandemic. I am
confident that you will persistently
exhibit the MMSU resiliency.”
Last July, the MMSU Office of
Student Affairs and Services
(OSAS) conducted the Class 2020
Graduation Preference Survey
among 864 student-respondents.
Results showed that instead of
conducting virtual graduation, most
of the respondents prefer to
experience physical graduation next
year, as long as the situation gets
better and government guidelines
allow mass gatherings.
Eighty-four percent of the
respondents wanted to experience
marching at the proverbial sunken
garden with the future graduates of
2021, while16 percent wanted the
virtual graduation ceremonies.
Office for Strategic Communication
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MMSU is 3rd top performing law school
By DANIEL P. TAPAOAN, JR.

T

rue to its name as one of
the finest law universities
in the country, the
Mariano Marcos State University
(MMSU) officially made it to the
list of top performing schools
anew in the 2019 bar examination.
With a sterling overall
performance, MMSU was recently
ranked by the Legal Education
Board (LEB) as the number three
top performing school, under the
category of those with fewer than 63
examinees.
There were 15 examinees from
the MMSU College of Law last year,
11 of which passed, giving the
university an institutional passing
score of 73.33%.
“I could not be prouder to our
law graduates who keep on putting
our university in the limelight,”
expressed MMSU President Shirley
C. Agrupis as she also attributed this
feat to the professors of the college.
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Based on the official bar
examination results issued by the
Office of the Bar Confidant of the
Supreme Court (SC), the LEB
ranked the top performing schools
in two categories – those with at
least 63 examinees, and those with
fewer than the said number of
takers.
In its report, the LEB
explained that the category
threshold was based on the average
number of examinees per school in
the last four bar examinations,
which is 63. It added that a
minimum threshold was also set
for ranking purposes at 11
examinees.
With this, the LEB stressed that
only schools with at least 11 total
examinees were included in the
rankings.
Further, the agency explained
that the threshold aims “to

promote fairness in statistical
comparison between differently
contextualized institutions.”
It can also be recalled that
MMSU was ranked by the LEB as
number 10 top performing school
in the 2018 bar exam.
The LEB is the government
agency in charge of regulating legal
education in the country.
Previously, an independent blog
‘Law School Buddy’ announced that
MMSU is number 8 top
performing school in the 2019 bar
exam. School rankings were based
on the overall passing percentages,
regardless of the number of
examinees.
Anent this, the COL produced
five graduates this year: Czarina
Mae Claudine Cid, Alyssa Marie
Jacinto, Myka Josa Llaguno, Jheia
Lindelle Paned and Marianne Shen
Petilla.

Office for Strategic Communication
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MMSU partners with Canada’s
Dalhousie University

By JOHN VINCENT B. TORIBIO

A

reputable Canadian
University has started
exploring possible areas of
collaboration with the Mariano
Marcos State University (MMSU)
in areas that pertain academic,
research and international
development initiatives.
Dr. David Gray, dean of
Dalhousie University (DU) Faculty of
Agriculture, has initiated meetings with
MMSU officials led by President
Shirley C. Agrupis last August 13 and
discussed mutual agreement to work
for the implementation of relevant and
all-inclusive ventures, particularly on the
fields of aquaculture, animal science
and clean energy.
During the meeting, MMSU and
DU have signified interest on
exploring more areas for collaboration
in the fields of agriculture (veterinary
science and veterinary technology),
business (entrepreneurship business
management, supply and value chain
management), computer science and
information technology (knowledge
management), biological and social
sciences (microbiology and
biotechnology, genomics and gender
and women’s studies), health and
wellness (physical education and
physical therapy, kinesiology, health
sciences, recreation management and
Office for Strategic Communication

respiratory therapy), and aquatic sciences
and marine biology (aqua-toruism and
marine biology).
DU is a 202-year-old premier
Canadian university, founded in 1818,
that specializes on the fields of fisheries,
oceanography, agriculture and social
sciences.
“Generally, DU and MMSU aim to
establish a sustainable partnership that
enhances and supports the development
of the institution and capacitation of
personnel towards responsive and
inclusive growth,” said Dr. Marlowe U.
Aquino, MMSU’s chief for international
programs, who serves as the lead
coordinator for this project. Aside from
DU, Aquino is also looking for some
international partnerships among other
schools in Canada.
Particularly, the MMSU and DU
shall endeavor to partner in exchange
programs and internships for students,
faculty, and staff; introduction of new
curricula; joint research and
development projects; joint research
and knowledge publication; exchange
of knowledge products including
publications, instructional and training
materials; and development of joint
academic courses or degree programs.
“This partnership is a fruit of the
aggressive internationalization efforts of
the MMSU’s Office for External

Linkages and Partnerships headed by
Dr. Mee Jay A. Domingo,” Aquino said,
adding that this collaboration is another
product of the Philippine-Canada
Universities Education Consortium for
International Collaborative Partnerships
(PhilCanEDUCON – Magic 7+).
This involves Universities in the two
countries in fostering academic and
scholarly collaboration. Here, universities
in Canada partner with seven Philippine
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)
namely, the MMSU, Benguet State
University (BSU), Central Luzon State
University (CLSU), Central Mindanao
University (CMU), Don Mariano
Marcos Memorial State University
(DMMMSU), Mountain Province
Polytechnic State College (MPPSC) and
the University of Southeastern
Philippines (USP).
Likewise, MMSU has already started
discussing with the University of
Saskatchewan in Canada to venture into
a five-year research and development
program that would vitally promote
and sustain the culture, food safety,
health system, agricultural and
environmental resource management of
indigenous peoples and communities.
The MMSU is the lead institution
for the indigenous knowledge system
and cultural management (IKSCM)
project of the PhilCanEDUCONMagic 7+.
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Language Center to offer online courses
By JOHN VINCENT B. TORIBIO

T

he Language Center (LC) at
the MMSU-College of Arts
and Sciences (CAS) has
started to re-design its language
courses to cater to the demand for
virtually-facilitated programs suited
in the ‘new normal.’

This program is for international,
non-native English-speaking students
and is designed to help them to acquire
fluency and accuracy in English,
enabling them to effectively integrate
these competencies into their home
culture.

To address the challenges of the
time, particularly the prohibition of
face-to-face classes, the LC’s facultytrainers convened in a two-day
workshop (August 6-7) at the
University Library to translate its
current learning materials into online-fit
resources.

Here, classes employ grammarbased conversational activities,
pronunciation practice, and
communicative and task-based
strategies.

Dr. Marlina L. Lino, LC chief,
asserted that the Center stands true to
MMSU’s brand of excellence and
resiliency as the “powerhouse team of
the Center committed to recalibrate the
course design and learning modules to
continually attend to our local and
international clientele.”
Currently, the LC hopes to host
another batch of Taiwanese students
from the National Taichung University
of Science and Technology in its
Special English Program for
International Students (SEPIS), the LC’s
flagship program.

“The challenges of the ‘new
normal’ are there to stay. Hence, we
must tailor our flagship program and
other short-term course offerings for
the virtual learning environment,” Dr.
Lino said.
The LC has already catered to three
batches, which were composed of 70
students from Taiwan and Japan who
enrolled in the special program.
Moreover, the LC team has also
prepared highly improved course syllabi
and contents for LC’s short-term
courses. These include Conversational
English, Grammar and Correct Usage,
English Pronunciation, Oral
Communication (Listening, Speaking,

and Viewing), Public Speaking and
Presentation Skills, Reading
Comprehension and Vocabulary
Development, Writing Skills, Creative
Writing, and Business and Technical
Writing.
These courses usually run for 18
staggered hours which cater to both
foreign and local students. Here, a class
may either be composed of 10-15
foreign students or 15-20 local students.
Meanwhile, tutorials may include one to
three students.
Both the SEPI S and the short-term
courses are handled by the following
faculty trainers, headed by Dr. Lino:
Prof. Luvee Hazel C. Aquino, Dr. Mee
Jay A. Domingo, Dr. Mark Lawrence
A. Fernandez, Dr. Jan Rich A. Guira,
Prof. Danica Hanna A. Pastor, Dr. Rey
John C. Villanueva, Prof. K arla Auria S.
Galeon, and this writer.
They are under the CAS Department of Languages and
Literature (DLL).
The LC, an independent unit of
CAS, takes charge of providing the
non-degree language needs of the
University and its external clientele, as
well as consultancy and translation
services.

Second batch of Taiwanese students who underwent the Special English Program for International Students (SEPIS) in 2019.
(Photo by Marco Leo A. Magno)
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63-year-old daycare worker earns
industrial techno degree thru ETEEAP
By DANIEL P. TAPAOAN, JR.

M

s. Efipania C. Aure of San
Nicolas, Ilocos Norte
decided to continue her
tertiary education in 2018 despite
being a senior citizen and her daily
work in a daycare center.
After two years, she finally earned
her degree proving that it is never too
late to pursue one’s dream.
This 63-year-old daycare worker is
among the four who finished their
degrees through the Expanded Tertiary
Education Equivalency and
Accreditation Program (ETEEAP)
offered by the Mariano Marcos State
University (MMSU).
Her fellow ETEEAP graduates are
Delia B. Casimiro, Arnel G. Lazo, and
Dolores Y. Luis who all completed
Bachelor of Science in Industrial
Technology (BSIT), major in Food
Technology from the MMSU College
of Industrial Technology (CIT).
Casimiro, 57, is also a daycare
worker in San Nicolas town; Lazo, 38,
is an assistant restaurant manager of the
Vigan Foods Corporation in Ilocos Sur;
and Luis, 37, was an Overseas Filipino
Worker (OFW) from Hong Kong.
They are among the MMSU Class
of 2020 who have proven that the
COVID-19 pandemic and other life’s
struggles can never stop them from
earning college degrees.
“The completion of their degrees
shows that the university is committed
to help our lifelong learners in achieving
their dreams despite their age,” said
ETEEAP chief Dr. Jovenita A. Aragon

Casimiro

La z o
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who believes that the graduates will
have better career opportunities
because they are now equipped with
college degrees.
Aure first entered the Imus Institute
of Science and Technology in 1982 to
take up Bachelor of Arts major in
English Language, while Casimiro tried
to enrol at the Faith Bible Institute in
1979 to pursue Ministerial Theology.
Lazo went to the University of
Northern Philippines in 2000 to take up
BS in Architecture, and Luis entered
MMSU in 2001 to earn a degree in
Technical Homemaking.
They, however, were not able to
complete their respective courses.
In 2018, they decided to go back
to college. Thanks to the ETEEAP
Office at MMSU, who offered and
recommended them to take BSIT
based on the assessment of their
records.
In completing the degrees, they had
to accomplish modules given by their
professors. The four only had to go to
CIT when they were called to report
about their learning process.
MMSU is one of the deputized
institutions in the country to offer
ETEEAP. Along with its programs of
expertise, the university administers
outcomes-based education to
determine the knowledge, skills and
attitudes relevant to a particular
discipline. Consequently, equivalent
credits and appropriate certificates and
degrees are awarded to successful
candidates.
Degree programs being offered
under the ETEEAP at MMSU are BS
Biology, BS Economics, BS Industrial

Luis

Aure

Technology, and BSIT with seven
majors: civil/drafting technology,
computer technology, electronics
technology, electrical technology, food
technology, garments technology, and
refrigerator and aircon technology.
The assessment of the ETEEAP
applicants in MMSU is done by the
program chief and the panel of
assessors which is composed of faculty
experts, members of professional, or
government and non-government
organizations, as well as consumer and
industry representatives.
To avail the program, applicants
must submit three sets of the following
requirements: accomplished ETEEAP
application form with 1x1 ID picture;
authenticated birth certificate; proof of
good moral character (i.e. barangay/
NBI clearance); service record/
certificate of employment with detailed
job descriptions, school credentials like
transcript of records, diploma, form
137/138; resume/curriculum vitae;
certificates of seminars, trainings and
workshops attended/conducted; and
certificates of awards and citations.
The ETEEAP, in line with
Executive Order 330 s. 1996, recognizes
that education and the acquisition of
higher expertise can take place even
outside the confines of the classroom. It
presumes that the knowledge and skills
gained by an individual in his job is
comparable to one who had a formal
college schooling.
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Univ Mini-Forest and Resiliency Garden launched

University officials and employees launch the Mini-Forest and Resiliency Garden at the MMSU village in Brgy. Quiling Sur, City of Batac.
This project is part of the university’s program to establish a vibrant fruit-bearing orchard and vegetable garden in the campus. (Photo
by Procopio B. Dafun, Jr.)

By REYNALDO E. ANDRES

S

ome 200 officials and
employees of the Mariano
Marcos State University
(MMSU) launched on August 1 a
one-half-hectare Mini-Forest and
Resiliency Garden within the
perimeter of the university’s
community village in Brgy. Quiling
Sur, City of Batac.

The mini-forest has a composite
area of one-half hectare and was
planted with 600 seedlings of banaba
tree (Lagerstroemia speciosa) and
bugnay (Antidesma bunius), while the
resiliency garden has an area of about
400 square meters and was planted with
eggplant and cowpea.
The tree seedlings were planted at
three to five meters distance between
hills, while the eggplant and cowpea
were planted at 40 cm between hills,
and randomly broadcast in furrows,
respectively.
The activity, according to MMSU
President Shirley C. Agrupis, was part
of the university’s program to establish
a vibrant fruit-bearing orchard and
vegetable garden in the MMSU campus
in an attempt to mitigate the adverse
effects of climate change and the
pandemic crisis.
Led by Dr. Agrupis, the activity was
also in compliance with the ‘Plant, Plant,
Plant’ program of the Department of
Agriculture (DA), which is being
advocated by President Rodrigo Roa
Duterte; and is part of the university’s
tree wall project that was launched in
2018.

Dr. Shirley C. Agrupis leads the launching of the
MIni-Forest and Resiliency Garden, which is
part of her 3rd anniversary as university
president. (Photo by PB Dafun, Jr.)
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Most of the officials and
employees who participated in the
activity are occupants of the 100 rental
housing units situated in the area who
are members of the MMSU Villagers

Association, who said they are blessed
with the tree planting activity, because
“this is one way of making the area
conducive to teaching and learning
habits of their children and fellow
faculty.”
“This activity is also very significant
as we celebrate the third year of Dr.
Agrupis as MMSU president, and that
this development effort is in line with
one of her seven-point agenda of
putting up a vibrant and nurturing
learning environment,” said Prof. Ryan
Dean Sucgang, president of the
villagers’ association.
Dr. Agrupis was sworn in as the
seventh MMSU president on July 31,
2017.
The MMSU president said the
establishment of the mini-forest and
vegetable garden is very timely as the
province is in the midst of coping with
the adverse effects of the pandemic
crisis and climate change.
“This is also in response to the
government‘s call to increase the
university’s food adequacy level during
this Covid-19 pandemic,” the university
president said, hoping that the project
will raise awareness among other
community residents nearby about the
importance of planting fruit-bearing
trees and vegetables in order to have a
ready supply of organic foods that
would help fill in the dining tables.
Office for Strategic Communication
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MMSU, PhilRice launch 3rd rice paddy art
By DANIEL P. TAPAOAN, JR.

T

he Mariano Marcos State
University (MMSU) and the
Philippine Rice Research
Institute (PhilRice) in the City of
Batac launched on August 20 the
third rice paddy art in the university
main campus, featuring the facial
image of Dr. Santiago R. Obien,
the second MMSU President and the
first Executive Director of PhilRice.
Led by MMSU President Shirley C.
Agrupis and PhilRice - Batac Manager
Reynaldo C. Castro, the activity was a
part of the institutions’ commitment to
promote farm tourism and to spark
deeper appreciation on rice farming.
The ceremonial planting, which was
held at the MMSU Extension
Demonstration Area, was participated in
by the members of the MMSU
community, officials and personnel of
PhilRice-Batac, Department of
Agriculture – Ilocos Norte Research and
Experiment Center (DA-INREC),
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI),
Philippine Carabao Center (PCC),
National Tobacco Administration
(NTA), and the Philippine Fiber
Development Authority (PhilFIDA).
City Mayor Albert D. Chua and some
members of the Sangguniang Panlungsod
also attended the activity.
In the event, Dr. Agrupis thanked
the attendees, saying that MMSU and

PhilRice agreed to feature Dr. Obien
because of his valuable contributions in
agriculture, education, and community
development.
According to her, Dr. Obien, who
is currently an adviser of the
Department of Agriculture and
MMSU, was also instrumental in the
establishment of the Philippine
Tobacco Research and Training Center
(PTRTC) and various PhilRice branches
in the country.
In response, Dr. Obien said that he
did not expect to be featured in the
paddy art, adding that “I can never
thank you enough for honoring me.”
He also reminded the audience that
government servants must work for
the people without expecting for any
honor or reward in return.
The rice paddy art used IR 1552, a
traditional purple rice variety from
Korea; and PSB Rc82, a traditional
high-yielding inbred variety produced
by PhilRice.
To create the paddy design, the
planters used the anamorphosis
principle, a technique used in 3D art
where a picture looks distorted but
appears normal when viewed from a
certain angle.
Dr. Castro said the rice paddy art is
one way of encouraging the youth to

Dr. Agrupis (left) joins the ceremonial planting
for the rice paddy art held at the university’s
Extension Demonstration Area. (Photo by
Me rc y R. G añ o)

appreciate and pursue courses on
agriculture.
The paddy art is expected to show
the image of Dr. Obien by October,
when the plant shall reach their early
vegetative stage.
The rice paddy art in MMSU was
first established in 2018 featuring the
image of former President Ferdinand
E. Marcos. In 2019, the paddy art
featured former First Lady Imelda R.
Marcos.

Dr. Santiago R. Obien
2nd MMSU President
and 1st PhilRice Executive Director

MMSU community and representatives from PhilRice and other DA-attached agencies participate in the ceremonial planting for the rice
paddy art, featuring the facial image of Dr. Santiago Obien. (Photo by DP Tapaoan, Jr.)

Office for Strategic Communication
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Chinese Consulate donates face masks to MMSU

Consul Zhou Youbin (5th from right) of the People’s Republic of China Consulate in Laoag City turns over 11 boxes of face masks to
MMSU President Shirley Agrupis (center) to be used by the university in addressing concerns against the effects of COVID-19 pandemic.
Joining the group are some members of the MMSU Administrative Council. (Photo by PB Dafun, Jr.)

By DANIEL P. TAPAOAN, JR.

T

he Consulate of People’s
Republic of China in Laoag
City, Ilocos Norte donated
11 boxes of face masks to the
Mariano Marcos State University
(MMSU) on August 7 to be used by
the university in coping with the
adverse effects of COVID-19
pandemic.
The boxes contain 20,000 surgical
masks and 1,500 KN95 face masks.
MMSU President Shirley C. Agrupis
received the donation from Chinese
Head of Post and Consul Zhou Youbin
in a simple ceremony conducted at the
Ferdinand E. Marcos Hall.

employees of MMSU, and she
promised to explore other areas of
collaboration between the university and
the Chinese embassy.
“Since we offer English Language
course in MMSU, we will highly
appreciate it if you can help us connect
with Chinese universities who are willing
to learn English online,” she said, adding
that the university is also looking for
faculty members who can teach
Mandarin to its students.
Prior to this, the Chinese Consulate
gave 1,000 pieces of surgical face

masks, and 20 pieces of goggles and 80
sets of coverall suits to the university
last April and July, respectively.
MMSU and the Chinese Consulate
in Laoag started their collaborative
partnership years ago, which opened for
academic opportunities of its faculty to
the University in China.
Also, MMSU has started to
participate in various events of the
Chinese Consulate as a showcase of
camaraderie and friendship with the
neighboring country.

Youbin said the face masks serve as
an added protective equipment of the
students, faculty, and personnel of the
university, adding that such donation is
one way of thanking the university for
always sustaining good relations with
the Consulate in the province.
“That is why I always keep in mind
on how to continue this healthy
collaboration with MMSU, especially in
this time of pandemic,” he said.
Dr. Agrupis thanked the Chinese
diplomats for their generosity to the
people of Ilocos Norte and to the
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The Chinese consuls and the university president talk about how to sustain the partnership
between the Consulate of People’s Republic of China in Laoag City and MMSU. (Photo
by PB Dafun, Jr.)
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CAS teacher cited high performing
alumnus in US program
Specialist of the English Language
Programs, who sent an email to Toribio
last July 30. The latter took the course
from April 7 to June 2, 2020.
“I was actually surprised when I
heard the news. As my outputs and
efforts have been recognized, I am
more excited to cascade all my learning
here in the University,” he beamed.
By DANIEL P. TAPAOAN, JR.

M

r. John Vincent B. Toribio,
faculty member at the
MMSU College of Arts
and Sciences (CAS), was recognized
as a high performing alumnus of
the Professional Development for
Teacher Trainers under the
American English (AE) E-Teacher
Program for the Spring 2020 Term.
This was confirmed by Connie
Chico, US Embassy’s Cultural Affairs

According to Chico, his instructors
commended Toribio who “turned in
excellent work consistently and was
consistently able to elaborate on his
previous experiences and incorporate
previous and new knowledge in his
assignment tasks.”
“He also demonstrated very
respectful communication with
instructors and other participants,” she
added.
Under the program, course
instructors may delegate up to two high

CTE mentors complete
Coursera online courses
By DANIEL P. TAPAOAN, JR.

M

r. John Paul C. Vallente
and Ms. Niña Christelle
M. Sumintac, faculty
members of the MMSU College of
Teacher Education (CTE), have
recently completed their massive
open online courses (MOOCs)
offered by Coursera, the world’s
largest learning platform for higher
education.
These online courses are being
offered and facilitated by reputable
schools in the United States of America.

Moreover, the two professors and
Jacquelyn B. Lejano, another faculty of
CTE, are currently undergoing other
online courses.
Vallente is taking up an eight-week
course on ‘Methods and Statistics in
Social Sciences’ from the University of
Amsterdam in Netherlands, while
Sumintac and Lejano are pursuing a 10week course on ‘International Women’s
Health and Human Rights’ from
Stanford University (SU) in California,

performing alumni for each section per
term.
High performing alumni of the AE
E-Teacher program may have
opportunities for further participation
with the program by becoming
facilitators for massive open online
courses (MOOCs).
The online course was offered by
the Arizona State University in United
States and administered by an
international non-profit organization
called FHI 360.
It is among the online English
programs sponsored by the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs of the
US Department of State.
Toribio is also the chief for
information services in the MMSU
Office for Strategic Communication
and the editor-in-chief of this official
in-house university publication.
USA; and a 10-week course on ‘Love as
A-Force for Social Justice’ from SU,
respectively.
Coursera was founded in 2012 by
SU’s computer science professors
Andrew Ng and Daphne Koller with a
vision of providing life-transforming
learning experiences to anyone
anywhere.
A total of 190 top universities
worldwide and industry educators
partnered with Coursera to offer
courses, specializations, and degrees that
empower over 43 million learners
around the world to achieve their career
goals.

Vallente finished a five-week course
on ‘Foundations of Virtual Instruction’
from the University of California in
Irvine, USA last August 2, while,
Sumintac completed a four-week
course on ‘Gender and Sexuality:
Diversity and Inclusion in the
Workplace’ from the University of
Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania, USA last
August 10.
Office for Strategic Communication
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CTE conducts intensive workshop
on flexible learning
This activity was held in four
batches – on July 20-21 for the Basic
Education Curriculum (BEC) teachers
from the MMSU Laboratory Schools;
on July 22-23 for the teachers offering
General Education (Gen Ed) courses;
on July 24-27 for those who teach
Professional Education (Prof Ed)
courses; and on July 28-29 for those
who teach major courses.

CTE faculty members participate in the intensive seminar on revisiting learning
competencies to prepare themselves for the New Normal (Photo by Nicanor Flores
of CTE)

By NIÑA CHRISTELLE
M. SUMINTAC

CTE Correspondent

T

he MMSU College of
Teacher Education (CTE)
took its part in transitioning
to the New Normal academic
environment by conducting an
intensive seminar-workshop for its
faculty members last July 20-29.
Dubbed as “Revisiting Learning
Competencies for Flexible Learning in
the New Normal,” the seminarworkshop, held at the Center for
Teaching Excellence (CTEX) Hall, has
equipped the participants the skills in
creating a matrix of flexible learning
modes and in determining students’
most essential learning competencies
(MELCs).

instructional materials development;
Prof. Melchor S. Castro, college’s
resident IT expert; and Prof. Julius C.
Pumaras, designated chairperson of the
PHL-CHED Connect committee of
the college.

These batches were led by the
following study leaders: Prof. Florante
Romero (pre-school), Dr. Bert A.
Gamiao (elementary), Prof. Froilan Alex
Calixtro (junior high school), and Prof.
Elsie R. Marcelino (senior high school)
for the BEC; Prof. Gerry D. Abad for
Gen Ed; Prof. Rose Francis E. Mina for
Prof Ed; and Dr. Estrella R. Pacis for
major courses.

PHL-CHED Connect is a web
application that contains higher
education course materials in text,
media and other digital assets that are
useful for teaching, learning and
research purposes.

Dean Samson said the seminarworkshop highlighted the 3Ps —
Preparedness in the challenge of the
New Normal, Planning and decision
making, and Participation in the college’s
research project — that will determine
the effectiveness of flexible learning in
all levels.

The seminar-workshop was
initiated as part of the CTE’s
institutionalized action research, which
was proposed by Dr. Eliza T. Samsom,
CTE dean and the project coordinator,
and Lasaten, project leader.

“These lines summarize our battle
cry of continuing the tradition of
teaching excellence amid the pandemic,”
she said.

In doing so, the participants
identified their corresponding topics,
modes of delivery, instructional
information and communications
technology (ICT) tools, and assessment
strategies.
The eight-day seminar workshop
included lectures on Developing
Instructional Materials, Open
Educational Resources and Creative
Commons, and the use of Kotobee
application to create interactive
instructional materials (IMs).
These topics were discussed by Dr.
Ronald Candy S. Lasaten, chief for
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Prof. Julius Pumaras, one of the lecturers during the training-workshop, discusses the use of
Kotobee application to the participants (Photo by N. Flores)
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Univ trains personnel to improve
programs implementation
By KIMBERLY S. MIGUEL
Extension Correspondent

D

eeply committed to
improve the
implementation of its
development programs, the Mariano
Marcos State University (MMSU)
conducted a training-workshop on
Outcomes-Based Planning,
Monitoring and Evaluation (PME)
of programs, projects, and activities
via Zoom last August 5.
The virtual activity aimed to train
the research, development, and
extension (RDE) workers in crafting an
attainable plan and in devising an
outcomes-based monitoring and
evaluation process, including analysis
and measurement, and knowledge
management.
A total of 70 RDE coordinators
from the different colleges, chiefs of
offices, and staff under the research and
extension directorates participated in the
training-workshop.
Topics discussed were the Terms
and Reference for the coordinators and
the PME concepts by Dr. Sherlyn
Nicolas, chief for monitoring and

evaluation; Logical Framework by Dr.
Carmelo J. Esteban, vice president for
planning and development; Objective
Setting by Dr. Aris Reynold V. Cajigal,
extension director; and Determining
Objectively Viable Information; and
Data Flow, Collection and
Management, and Dissemination and
Use by Prof. Reynold Villacillo, director
for planning.
Esteban said the enhancement
training-workshop serves as the
pounding ground of the colleges and

Alumni program goes online

T

he Balik-Alumni Program
of the Mariano Marcos
State University (MMSU)
has transitioned into an online
platform in response to the
restricted mass gatherings due to
the pandemic crisis situation.
Last August 4, the Alumni
Relations Office (ARO), in partnership
with the Department of Biological
Sciences of the College of Arts and
Sciences, conducted a free Zoom
webinar for the students and faculty
members of BS Biology and Doctor
of Medicine programs.
Dr. Bernard Benjamin P. Albano,
consultant at the Interventional
Cardiology and Critical Care in the
Philippine Heart Center, The Medical
Office for Strategic Communication

City and Asian Hospital, served as the
resource speaker in the online session.
His lecture revolved around the topic,
“Changing the Landscape of Heart
Attack Management: From Medical
Treatment to Invasive Strategies in the
Local Setting.”
Albano was magna cum laude graduate
of MMSU, BS Biology Class of 2004.
The Balik-Alumni program aims to
entice alumni to return to the University to
offer their expertise and other resources to
the students and faculty in the form of
lectures, consultations, and partnerships.
Since its initial run in 2016, the BalikAlumni Program has staged annual events

units in crafting sustainable extension
and outreach programs, thereby
contributing to the university’s 7-point
agenda to ACHIEVE.
MMSU President Shirley C.
Agrupis commended the Planning
Office and Extension Directorate
(ED) for conducting the activity,
saying that “it is a great effort to
sustain quality service while
contributing impactful initiatives to all
stakeholders especially in this time of
COVID-19 pandemic.”
that served as an avenue for learning
and inspiration to the academic
community.
Prof. Ryan Dean T. Sucgang,
ARO chief, said that by shifting from
warm-body interactions to the digital
platform, “we were able to respond to
the challenges on limited university
operations and academic-related
programs.”
“ Despite the pandemic crisis, we
continue to reach out to the
University alumni and fulfil the
promise of a “ never-ending love,”
Sucgang said.
According to him, results of the
MMSU Graduate Tracer Survey
showed that many of the MMSU
alumni are employed in prestigious
companies, institutions, and other
agencies. --by DP Tapaoan, Jr.
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Try tomato and garlic
as companion crops of cabbage

P

lanting tomato and garlic
near the cabbage farms
reduces the damages
caused by diamondback moth
(DBM), cutworms, and other
harmful pests attacking the crop.
The technique, called companion
planting, is planting two or more
plants in close proximity with the
cabbage as main crop so that some
biological and cultural benefits, usually
pest control and higher yields, could be
derived.
The profitability of using tomato
and garlic as companion crops of
cabbage was proven in a study
conducted by Lucricia Conchita G.
Cocson and Lagrimas J. Flojo, former
researchers of the MMSU Research
Directorate.
Results of the test showed that the
cropping combination of cabbage +
tomato has markedly reduced the
damages caused by DBM and Hellula
pests, while the cabbage + garlic
combination reduced the damages
inflicted by cutworms.

of net income, the combinations gave
P251,190 and P284,560, respectively.
Companion planting is one
approach in the Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) technology, which
the university is aggressively advocating
to help combat the incidence of pests
and diseases in crops. It aims to
manipulate the environment to take
advantage on the insects’ dispersed
activities and on their preference for one
host plant to another.
IPM is a harmonious combination
of cultural, biological and chemical
methods of controlling pests and
diseases. Its ultimate aim is to reduce the
application of pest control chemicals to
a minimum.
The strategy of companion planting
in cabbage attempts to divert the
attention of the insect pests from the
main crop by presenting to them a
more favorable substitute, or a crop
that would be deterrent to them.

Research results showed that this
technique is a very effective way to
increase environmental health and
productivity, while reducing pest
problems. In IPM, companion crops
repel or confuse the pests that use their
sense of smell to find their host.
Research showed that the strong
smell of garlic, marigold, daisies, ginger,
and fragrant herbs are very effective to
intercrop in backyard gardens.
Allicin, the active compound in
garlic, is a sulfur and is produced when
the clove is broken. This serves as
defensive mechanism of the plant in
deterring birds, insects, and worms
from eating it.
On the other hand, tomatoes
contain a toxin called tomatim, which
makes the plant unpalatable to some
worms. The compound repels DBM
larvae, which are caterpillars that chew
cabbage leaves.
To determine what other
companion crops could be suitable for
cabbage, the researchers also tested
marigold and onion in separate plots.
They also established a farm without a
companion crop to serve as control
plot.
Results showed that among the
companion crops tested, only tomato
See ‘Try tomato...’ on next page

DBM and Helllula are two main
pests that feed on cabbage shoots at
the early stage of the plant. This
incident will cause the plant not to
produce heads, or it leads the plant to
produce multiple heads that are nonmarketable.
In terms of yield, the researchers
found out that the combination of
cabbage + garlic gave a total head
yield of 14.86 tons per hectare, while
the cabbage + tomato combination
gave 13.86 tons per hectare.
According to the researchers, these
cropping combinations have produced
marketable yields of 12.58 and 13.54
tons per hectare, respectively. In terms
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Cropping combination of cabbage plus tomato has markedly reduced the damages
caused by DBM and Hellula pests, while the cabbage plus garlic combination reduced the
damages inflicted by cutworms, a study of MMSU researcher finds.
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Batac City earmarks P100-M
for aggie growth
By REYNALDO E. ANDRES

S

ome P100 million has been
allotted for the growth of the
agriculture sector of City of
Batac, hoping that the substantial
amount will increase the output in
rice, corn, and other high-value
commercial crops this year.
In an interview with Batac City
Mayor Albert D. Chua during the
ceremonial launching of the third rice
paddy art in the main campus of the
Mariano Marcos State University
(MMSU) on August 20, the city
government is optimistic that the amount
will help subsidize the local farmers in
their production output, and, at the same
time, as a show of support to the
university and to the Philippine Rice
Research Institute (PhilRice) in their
mandate to increase rice production in
this time of pandemic crisis.
“Why should I boast about this?
Because in rice alone, we (are targeting)
to spend almost P40 million for this
year’s rice cropping season,” Chua said,
adding that the city government is
currently enjoying the support of
MMSU and PhilRice to meet the city’s

production targets not only in rice but
also on corn, tobacco and garlic.
Chua said that the city government
has still got the substantial number of
farmers who are willing to help
workout this production target,
because based on the Registry System
for Basic Sectors in Agriculture
(RSBSA), Batac City has a workforce
of 5,900 farmers and that “we will
continue to improve the listing for
those who are tilling the 4,100 hectares
of arable lands.”
The mayor said he is not worried
on the agricultural output of the city
(this year) because “we still have this
second cropping season, plus our
modern farm mechanization program
that is being funded by the P100
million allotted budget.”
“This coming November, we are
going to unload the P30 million worth
of post-harvest facilities of the whole
city to take care of its rice
commercialization program,” Chua
said, adding that with the combination
of the city’s rice productivity efforts
and tourism, “we could increase our
agricultural production that would
empower our farmers by way of

‘Try tomato...’ from previous page

and garlic were proven to have
lessened the damages caused by insect
pests, thus, giving a higher yield of
cabbage than the control plot.
In selecting a companion crop,
one should consider the following
agronomic characteristics of the plant:
1) it should have repelling properties
such as strong aroma and unfavorable
taste; 2) it should not share common
pests with the main crop; 3) it should
not compete with the main crop for
nutrients, space, and sunlight; and 4) it
should be early maturing and high
yielding so that it could give
additional income.
Its application on cabbage
Companion crops should be
planted three weeks before
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transplanting cabbage to enable
them to develop enough leaves so
that they will readily deter insect
pests away from the newlytransplanted cabbage.
These crops must be planted
near the cabbage farm, about 0.8
meters along the perimeter and one
meter apart from the main crop, to
avoid competition for nutrients
and sunlight.
Cabbage must be transplanted
in sunken beds, which measure 0.4
meters wide at 40 x 40 cm distance
between hills. Before transplanting,
furrows are watered to moisten the
soil. Newly-transplanted seedlings
along the furrows should be
watered again to establish good
root contact with the soil.

City Mayor Albert D. Chua says the city
government of Batac has allocated
PHP100 million to boost the local
agriculture sector for the year. Among
the priority areas of concern include
increasing productivity on rice, corn
and other high value crops. (Photo
by MLA Magno)

complementing the support of the
national government, and entice more
tourist to visit our place because of this
elegant paddy art of MMSU.”
Going through in the same vein is
plan to sustain and support the city’s
Zanjera, or the irrigators’ association, so
that there would be enough water to
take care of the crops.
Chua said this would be
accomplished by the unloading of 600
units of mechanized water pumps to
the rice-producing barangays of the city
on November this year.
“How I wish we could continue
our partnership with MMSU and
PhilRice so that we could increase the
production of the province’s arable
areas that are fast depleting,” Chua said,
hoping that “once we finish our road
networks (in the barangays), we will
start developing other sloping areas for
food production.”
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